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OUR MISSION

The World Ocean School is 

a 501(c)(3) internationally

focused nonprofit organiza-

tion dedicated to providing

challenging educational pro-

grams aboard Roseway by

fostering an appreciation for

and obligation to community

and relationships,developing

a deep commitment to ethical

values,and cultivating an

expanded worldview.

Progress Log
A New Roseway Season Gets Under Way

It's 86 degrees on St.
Croix today and the
forecast is calling for
steady winds between 15
and 20 knots. There are
25 seventh-graders from
Arthur Richards Junior
High School aboard. It's
midweek, so by now
these kids know how to
raise sails, stow the dock
lines and fenders, coil
and ballantine the lines,
and prepare for their
studies aboard. As we
round the point and
enter the channel out of
Gallows Bay, our captain
spots two dolphins off the port bow. As
quickly as they appear, our planned
lessons disappear, replaced by a course
on marine mammals. With students
lining Roseway’s rails to watch, we crash
through the waves while the bottlenose
ride our wake, crisscrossing from side to
side and glancing at the spectators
above. They joined our class for about
an hour before darting off into the
deeper blue, leaving our students with
lessons not only about dolphins but
about life on the fly, flexibility, and the
fun that can come with experiential
learning. 

That day, we
learned that 80
percent of the
students aboard
Roseway had never
glimpsed a dol -
phin—not surpri -
sing since at least
that percentage
have never step -
ped foot off of St.
Croix or been out

on a boat. This is the
truest form of experi -
ential education there is,
arising moment by
moment in ways we can
rarely anticipate. Will
that day change their
lives, giving them exper -
iences, outlooks, or
ambitions they hadn’t
had before? Time will
tell. But one thing is
sure: There was a mo -
ment that day in which
every single student on
deck was engaged,
excited, and happy to be
learning. Beyond the

fear that many of them have on the first
day of going to sea, beyond the
seasickness they struggle with, and
beyond the trials that many of them face
each morning just getting to the bus,
there is the beautiful fact that after a
week with us, they've succeeded at
something. As one smiling 12-year-old
said on her last day, "I never imagined I
could do this." 

It's only March and already we've served
over 100 junior high school students
from St. Croix's public schools and

another 100 from
other island
schools. The gov -
ernor has offic -
ially endorsed our
program, attend -
ing an agreement
signing ceremony
on Roseway to
announce a new
contract between
the Department
of Education and
the World Ocean

mar ch 2008

Students from Arthur Richards Junior High
School watch dolphins from the rail. 

USVI governor John P. deJongh congratulates Abby Kidder on
the new government contract and the Roseway’s new home
port at a press conference in February.



First Annual Benefit a Boon! New Winter Home Port
On January 12, the World Ocean School hosted its first
annual benefit, held at the St. Croix Yacht Club. The
evening, “A Night to Treasure Roseway” was organized
by the Roseway Outreach Committee under the
leadership of its dynamic co-chairs, Sam Dike and Liz
Armstrong. Over 135 people attended the dinner and
auction. That evening, Larry Kupfer, president of
Hovensa, also presented a check for $25,000 to the
World Ocean School to be used for student
programming aboard the ship. Not only was it a

b e a u t i f u l
evening with
dancing and
fun, but the
p r o c e e d s
e x c e e d e d
expectations.
If you weren’t
able to make
it this year,
you definitely
won't want to
miss next
year’s event!

Even though the
World Ocean School
spends half of the
year in the U.S.
Northeast and our
head office remains
in Camden, Maine,
Roseway now
proudly and offic -
ially bears the words
St. Croix, USVI on her
transom. This repre -
sents our commitment to the USVI and to the students
who live here. It's also an opportunity for us to help
promote this island in our northern travels during the
summertime. Don't worry, all you Northeasterners, we
also remain committed to the northern waters—we are
New Englanders after all!—and are excited to continue
building our summer programs so students from the
U.S. states and the USVI can come together for exciting
educational opportunities. 

Summer Ambassador Program Accepting Applications
The World Ocean School’s Summer Ambassador Program is an opportunity for high school students worldwide to
set sail for three weeks aboard the 137-foot National Historic Landmark schooner Roseway, completing voyages
off the coast of New England and the Canadian Maritimes. Designed to teach community building through
leadership, ethical decision making, and environmental responsibility as well as sail training, this summer program
can be a life-changing experience. The program will provide students with skills transferable to the challenges
presented by the complex world in which we live. Students will be expected to serve as ambassadors of the World
Ocean School in the communities they visit and in all of the activities in which they participate. Program dates are
July 5 through July 26. For an application, please email wos@worldoceanschool.org or call 340-626-7877.

A New Roseway Season Gets Under Way (cont.)
School. A busy new season is off and running! What else is on the agenda for the next few months? Planning the
summer season in New England and focusing on one of our biggest challenges yet: the repayment of our Roseway
restoration mortgage that allowed us to restore Roseway in less than 18 months and return her to service. Our goal
is to pay off this mortgage within five years—a target of $2 million. We are looking for help from corporate and
individual sponsors so that we can continue to keep our focus and energy where they belong: on the students. If
you have ideas, suggestions, or introductions to help with this goal, we would love to hear from you. Thank you
for your part in our progress!

Roseway’s new transom board boasts it’s
commitment to St. Croix, USVI.

“A Night to Treasure Roseway” gets under way on
January 12 at the St. Croix Yacht Club.
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